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On Jan. 16, the 60-day strike by health sector workers came to an end. On the heels of a week of
tense negotiations, leaders of the pro-Sandinista Federation of Health Workers (Federacion de
Trabajadores de la Salud, FETSALUD) agreed to accept a government offer that met most of the
demands put forth by striking workers. The agreement calls for establishment of a monthly bonus
equivalent to about US$21 to be paid in addition to health workers' regular salary. A wage increase
had been the chief demand put forth by the union. In the accord, the government expressed its
commitment to respect the terms of the existing collective bargaining agreement and to guarantee
job stability for 20,000 health sector employees. While the government rejected the union's demand
to guarantee increased funding for public health, the issue will come up for discussion in the coming
days when the legislature begins debate on the executive's proposed 1993 budget. According to
FETSALUD leader Gustavo Porras, the salary bonus will translate into raises of 20%, 40%, and 60%
for health workers. FETSALUD had asked for an across-the-board 100% salary increase. (Source:
Agence France-Presse, 01/16/93)
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